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Just a Reminder since the Lodge is CLOSED 
All Weekly & Daily Activities are CANCELLED 

(until further notice)! 
(i.e.: Bar Bingo, Queen of Hearts Gaming, 
Electronic Gaming, and Friday Night Dinners) 

Social 
Events 

Cancelled 
due to 

Covid-19 
Previously Announced 

 March Madness 
 Tailgate Party 
 (March 21st) 

 Casserole Cook-Off 
 (March 28th) 

 WOTM Children’s 
Easter Party 
(April 4th) 

 Legion Breakfast 
(April 5th) 

 Orientation 
(April 5th) 

 LOOM & WOTM 
Installation 
(April 25th) 

 
New Cancellations 

 Valued Veterans 
Celebration 
(April 11th) 

 District 4 Quarterly 
Meeting 
(April 18th) 
Will be re-scheduled 

 Bull Run Moose Legion 
#185 Super Spring 
Celebration 
(April 24th – 26th) 

 

Notice 
No Social 

Activities in 
April 2020 

 
 

Future Scheduled 
Events for May – 

August on Pages 7 & 8 

The health and safety of our members are our top priority! 
 

Please comply with the directives of our governing 
authorities during these extraordinary circumstances 

In accordance with the Governor of the 
Commonwealth in Executive Orders No. 53 & 
No. 55, the Arlington Moose Lodge #1315 will 
be CLOSED from Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

to Thursday, April 23, 2020 Wednesday, June 10, 2020 due to 
the Pandemic Covid-19 Virus! 
Please be aware the world is changing every day in trying to combat the spread of 
the Covid-19 virus and the re-opening of the Lodge could be extended to a later 
date in the year.  Any extension in the re-opening date of the Lodge or possible 
member and guest limitations within the Lodge when opened may require further 
cancellation of planned social events.  We apologize for any inconveniences to our 
members for this Lodge closure or event cancellations, but we must comply with the 
regulations of the Commonwealth of Virginia and ensure the safety of our 
membership. 

The Arlington Fraternity wishes all our members an enjoyable 

Easter with their Families 

 

As the Lodge is closed, all LOOM and WOTM 

Meetings are CANCELLED in the month of April 

What about Mooseheart during these times? 
[From MI Official Communications dated March 27, 2020] 

The safety and well-being of the members and children at 
Mooseheart is paramount always, but especially in the wake of the 
pandemic Covid-19 virus.  All campus events have been cancelled in  

April to maintain the healthiest environment possible, and just like in Virginia, 
classes have been cancelled indefinitely.  Even though the Lodge is currently 
closed, please remember the children at Mooseheart and provide a donation to 
Moose Charities in support of the children; as we are not collecting endowment! 

CHANGED BEFORE PUBLICATION 
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World Health 
Day 

April 7th  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme: 
Dawn to Dusk 

 

A Message from the Editor 

It’s difficult to prepare a Newsletter when everything has come to a halt 
in our Moose world and the future cannot be planned due to the 
uncertainties of the pandemic Covid-19 virus situation.  In addition, the 
March Newsletter was drastically hacked to only provide “need-to-know 

information” for our members about the Lodge and its activities at the time the Federal 
and State Governments started to place restrictions of individual gatherings at the onset 
of this pandemic Covid-19 virus.  Therefore, this issue of the Newsletter will include 
current information of the Lodge & Moose world as of March 27th; as well as, articles 
about past Lodge events in February & early March.  Please enjoy your families! 

Executive Order No. 55 was released just before finalizing this 
publication.  Therefore, the extension to June 10th will definitely 

cancel events in May 2020 (Newsletter does not reflect this change) 

April 22nd  
Administrative 
Professional/ 

Secretaries Day 

April Fools’ Day 
 
 
 
 
 

April 1st  
 

Easter Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 

April 12th     
 
  

It is planned that Bar Bingo will begin 
again when the Lodge Re-opens in May 

Date to be determined 
(unless further restrictions are 

implemented due to the Covid-19 virus) 
 

It is noted that the results of the last game at the Bar Bingo conducted on March 11th will 
be reflected at the next Bar Bingo event when restarted. 

Celebration of Life for 
Joyce Chaffins will be 

re-scheduled 
(Date to be determined) 

 

 
. 

 

 Don’t 
Procrastinate! 

 
 
 
 

Due date for 
your 2019 Year 

Income Tax 
Return has 

been extended 
to July 15th 

 

 

April 8th – April 16th 



Moose Membership provides 
benefits that save you money! 

 

Details provided in 
a brochure offered 
within the Social 

Quarters 
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Arlington WOTM 
Chapter #1253 

Board of Officers 
2019-2020 

 
Senior Regent 
 Linda Councill 
Junior Regent 
 Anna Ala’ilima 
Jr. Graduate Regent 
 Judith York 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Sarah Shannon 
Recorder 
 Rose Russo 
Guide 
 Betty McLaurin 
Assistant Guide 
 Kat Carey 

 

Arlington #1315 
Board of Officers 

2019-2020 
 
Governor 
 Thomas Oderwald 
Jr. Governor 
 Joseph Russo 
Prelate 
 Brian Birtell 
Jr. Past Governor 
 Gregg Cady 
Administrator 
 John Matis 
Treasurer 
 Andre McFail 
Trustees 
 Dean Massey 
 David Kish 
 Jose Cortez 
Sergeant-of-Arms 
 Tim Nields 
Outer Guard 
 Randy Nolan 
Inner Guard 
 Steve Sisson 

Lodge Chili Cook-Off - February 2nd  
to determine who represents the Arlington 
Fraternity at the VMA District 4 Chili Cook-Off 
As previously noted, Thomas Oderwald (1st Place) and Lucy 
Bober (2nd Place) will represent the Arlington #1315 Moose 
Lodge at the VMA District 4 Chili Cook-Off when it is 
rescheduled (date to be determined).  The Lodge will pay for the 

registration fee of both individuals, as well as, provide $25.00 to each for the ingredient 
costs of their entry. 
 

Our Administrator, John Matis, was the 
only other member to submit a chili 
entry in our Cook-Off, and feels that his 
entry was “very close in points” to the 
winners.  Therefore, do not be 
surprised if he makes an entry for the 
VMA District 4 Chili Cook-off; as 
anyone can enter if they pay the 
registration.  HEY!  Three entries gives 
the Arlington Fraternity a better chance 
to defend our last year’s TITLE!  And 
we already have a “banner” to display 
at the VMA Chili Cook-Off if we win 
again to represent VMA District 4. 

The Arlington Moose Legion Committee wants to thank 
Andre McFail, Elizabeth Coombs & Thomas Oderwald 
for their Commitment as Chefs at the Legion Breakfasts 

These three Arlington members have been the 
backbone every month to provide the delicious 
breakfast selections (buffet and “made-to-order”) for 
our members and guests.  They take inventory of 
the necessary foods to be purchased, use their 
personal time to make the purchases (at many 
different stores to “save a buck”), and prepare & 
cook the food selections.  Their efforts, as 
volunteers, help the Arlington Moose Legion 
Committee raise funds to assist the Lodge in 
repairs, replacements, and other needs.  A thank 
you is also extended to all the other volunteers who 
participated in the monthly Legion Breakfasts (e.g.: 
fee collections, clean-up, and cooking assistance). 

 

Nominate a Lodge & 
Chapter Member 

for Volunteer of the 
Quarter 

(January - March 2020) 
 

Deadline is extended 
(date to be determined) 

 

Washington D.C. 
Emancipation Day 

 
 
 

 
April 16th    

 

mailto:Arlingtonmooselodge@gmail.com
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The Arlington 
Fraternity has 

held 5 
Orientations 
this Moose 
Year; with a 

few New 
Members in 
attendance 

 
 

 
 

Please 
Encourage 

New Members 
to attend! 

 

We are hoping that 
our sixth 

Orientation can be 
held in May 

in order to meet the 
Premier Lodge 
requirements 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chapter 
Award of 

Achievement 
(8th Consecutive Year) 

Earth Day 
 
 

 
 
 

 

April 22nd 

Super Bowl Party –February 2nd 
Finally … a GREAT Super Bowl game!  At halftime the 
score was tied 10-10.  Then by the end of the 3rd Quarter, 
the San Francisco 49ers had taken control and was 
leading by 10 points.  Just when you thought the game 

was another blow-out, the offense of the Kansas City Chiefs erupted to score 21 
unanswered points to win the Super Bowl by a score of 31-20.  The Kansas City Chiefs 
had finally won a Super Bowl since 1970 (a 50-year drought).  Besides the game, the 
halftime show of Jennifer Lopez and Shakira was very entertaining (the opinion of the 
Editor). 
 

In taking advantage of the preceding event on this same day, the food offering by the 
Lodge was chili and nachos from the VMA District 4 Chili Cook-Off (saved a couple of 
bucks for the Lodge and kept the cost down for the members watching the game at the 
Lodge).  However, rumors have been heard that Dean Massey & Sara Wick offered crab 
legs, at a reasonable price, for all those that came to the Lodge to watch the game. 
 

Did you know?  The Chiefs’ Super Bowl win completed a ten year stretch in which each 
current Missouri-based team in the four major American sports leagues won a title 
(joining the St. Louis Cardinals who won the 2011 World Series, the Kansas City 
Royals who won the 2015 World Series, and the St. Louis Blues who won the 2019 
Stanley Cup Finals). 
 

The Blessing of the Bikes at Mooseheart is Cancelled! 
This event was scheduled for May 16th on the Mooseheart campus; 
however, Moose International has decided that the yearly large gathering 
would not comply with current restrictions due to the Covid-19 virus and 
safety considerations for the children and members on the campus.  For 

the record, this cancelled event would have been the 17th consecutive event for Moose 
Riders and the surrounding communities, which typically kicks off a full summer of 
activities.  The Moose Riders also provide needed financial support for the campus 
through fundraising efforts before the Blessing. 

Valued Veterans Celebration Cancelled 
on April 11th! 
The Arlington Fraternity wishes to thank all our members 
who are veterans for their dedication in the Military to 

protect our Country.  Unfortunately, the current world situation with Covid-19 does not 
allow our Fraternity to have a celebration event at this time to honor our veterans.  
Hopefully, the Arlington Fraternity can re-schedule this event sometime in the summer; 
but if not, another celebration is planned around Veteran’s Day in November 2020.  
Congratulations to Charles Enlind and Gerry Bertalot, who have recently been 
recognized as Valued Veterans in the Arlington Fraternity (initiated by the 
Administrator). 

 
 

 

The International Moose Convention in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin and the Pilgrim/College 
of Regents are still scheduled as planned at 
this time!  Any changes will be notified to the 
Moose membership.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jennifer_Lopez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakira
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_professional_sports_leagues_in_the_United_States_and_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Cardinals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_World_Series
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas_City_Royals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas_City_Royals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2015_World_Series
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Blues
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_Stanley_Cup_Finals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_Stanley_Cup_Finals
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Community Service 
Bailey’s Crossroads 
Rotary Club 

“Great Assembly” of School 
Supplies 

 

Saturday, August 1st 

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE 

Support 
The Salvation 

Army 
 

Support the 
Boy Scouts & 

Girl Scouts 
 

National Arbor 
Day 

(a tree-planting 
holiday) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

April 26th 
 

Bull Run Moose Legion #185 Casino Night - 
March 7th at the Arlington #1315 Moose Lodge 
Thank you members of the Arlington Fraternity for supporting this 
fundraiser in support of the Ritual Team of the Bull Run Moose 
Legion #185.  You made this event a SUCCESS to provide funds 

for the Ritual Team to travel and compete at a future competition within Moose 
International.  Please do not get offended, but we knew that if we said “party and 
gambling” in the same sentence … our members would attend this event! 
 
This event consisted of play money being provided to all the attendees for the offered 
casino games consisting of a Blackjack, Roulette, 3-Card Poker, and Texas’ Hold ‘Em 
Poker.  In addition, Powerhouse Gaming provided five “play for fun” gaming machines at 
the event to provide entertainment when the Casino tables were packed.  At the end of 
the event, all player casino “profits” were cashed into raffle tickets for prizes that were 
offered for the event.  The raffle tickets were placed in buckets in front of each desired 
prize that the players wanted to win in each raffle.  It should be noted that over 20 items 
were offered as prizes; which included a 32-inch smart television, a crock-pot cooker, a 
hand “wand” mixer, personal popcorn machine, and a multi-functional pressure cooker.  
In addition, there were LOTS of appetizers for attendees to “munch on” during the 
event. 
 
A thank you is extended to Linda and Wayne Leavell for organizing this event; including 
getting the personnel to run the gaming tables, establishing the chips/prize ticket 
system, and providing an unbelievable amount of appetizers, prizes, and decorations.  
In addition, we want to thank Powerhouse Gaming (especially Carlos and Melanie) for 
providing the “play for fun” electronic gaming machines, to the Ritual Team members 
and Legionnaires that assisted in the operations of the event, and to all those Lodges in 
the Bull Run Moose Legion #185 that provided appetizers and gifts for the event or 
made a monetary contribution directly to the funds of the Ritual Team! 
 
With respect to the Arlington Fraternity, we want to thank Thomas Oderwald and 
Elizabeth Coombs for preparing several types of appetizers, George “Chuck” Warrington 
for cleaning the Ritual Hall prior to the event, John Matis for purchasing the gifts 
donated by the Arlington Moose Legion Committee and running the Powerhouse 
Gaming “play for fun” machines during the event, and all our members who volunteered 
to tend the event bar in the Ritual Hall (all tips were donated to the endowment), and 
who participated in the clean-up of the Ritual Hall and kitchen after the event. 

Moose Membership provides 
benefits that save you money! 

 

Details provided in a 
brochure offered 
within the Social 

Quarters and on-line 
at the Moose 

International Website 

 

Ribs Roast 

 
 

 
May 16th 

(Maybe) 

 

 

No April Calendar is offered at the end of this Newsletter 

No events - as the Lodge is CLOSED 



 

New 
Pull-Tab 

Game 
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Electronic Pull-Tabs by 
Powerhouse Gaming 

at the 
Arlington #1315 
Moose Lodge 

9 Gaming Machines 

Pet Parents 
Day 

 
 
 
 

April 18th 
 

Issue: 2020-04 
Newsletter 

Contributions 
 

Editor 
 John Matis 
Writers 
 Thomas Oderwald 
 Linda Councill 
 John Matis 
Proofreading 
 Liz Coombs 
 R. Coles-Matis 
 

Volunteers are 
needed for future 

articles for the 
Newsletters 

 

 WOTM Valentine Dinner - February 8th 

We have learned over the years that change should not be 
considered when there is success!  Therefore, the same dinner was 
offered to our members at this event from last year and was again 
enjoyed by all those that attended. The event had WOTM & LOOM 
volunteers take the desired food orders from the patrons, prepare 

and cook the food, and serve the ordered meals to the tables.  For the record, real 
ceramic dinnerware and metallic silverware were used for this event; which required 
more effort in the cleanup after the event (in comparison to our normal use of paper 
items and plastic utensils). 
 

To begin the dinner, a salad with 
multiple options of dressing and a 
roll were served.  Then the main 
course of the dinner was served 
consisting of a thick steak at the 
desired cooked temperature with 
selected toppings of sautéed 
mushrooms and/or onion, a baked 
potato (with either side offering of 
sour cream or butter), and “gently 
steamed” asparagus with a topping 
option of Hollandaise sauce. 
 

Chairman Patti Rodas (sidelined by 
surgery) extends a thank you to 
Elizabeth Coombs, Tom Oderwald, 
Andre McFail, John Matis, Roxanne 
Coles-Matis, Rose Russo, Sara 
Wick, Jane Ripley, Sam Witt, and Daniel Alailimadonavan for their efforts in making the 
event successful. Thank you members who donated sweets for dessert and to Thomas 
Oderwald for his yearly contribution of providing a carnation to every woman who 
visited the Lodge when the Valentine Dinner was held! 

The Summer Olympics in Tokyo 
has been postponed by around 

one year – likely to start in 
July 23, 2021 

Resistance from athletes, from sports 
federations, from national Olympic committees, 

and health officials forced the decision. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tim Nields 
LOOM Volunteer 

of the Quarter 
(October –  

December 2019) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liz Coombs 
WOTM Volunteer 

of the Quarter 
(October – 

December 2019) 
 

Women at the Dinner holding their carnations 

mailto:Arlingtonmooselodge@gmail.com
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A Magic Show had been planned for the 
Children’s Easter Party 
The WOTM & LOOM had agreed to share the cost to have 
a half-hour show performed by Sly’s Magic.  However, the 
event has been CANCELLED.  The Arlington Fraternity plans to have this Magic Show 
at another children’s event later in the summer or fall. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chapter 
Award of 

Achievement 
(8th Consecutive Year) 

Future Planned 
Major Events 
(May – July 2020) 

 

May 2nd - NEW 
 Go for the Roses 
 (Kentucky Derby) 
May 3rd - NEW 
 Legion Breakfast 
May 9th - NEW 
 Lodge Spring 
 Cleanup 
May 16th - NEW 
 Ribs Roast 
May 22nd – 25th 
 Moose International 
 Annual Convention 
 In Milwaukee, WI 
May 25th - NEW 
 Memorial Day 
 Cookout 
 
June 6th - NEW 
 Pig Roast 
June 7th - NEW 
 Legion Breakfast 
June 7th - NEW 
 Orientation 
 

July 4th - NEW 
 4th of July Cookout 
July 12th - NEW 
 Legion Breakfast 
July 18th 
 VMA District 4 
 Meeting at 
 Warrington #1695 
 Moose Lodge 
 
Note: Planned events 
may be cancelled due 

to the pandemic 

Covid-19 virus 

Senior Regent’s Message 
As you all already know, we are in an everchanging, difficult time with the 
COVID-19 Virus Pandemic.  In accordance with Virginia Governor Ralph 
Northam’s Executive Order, all public and private clubs were closed effective 
March 24, 2020 until April 23, 2020, or longer if deemed necessary. 

Arlington Moose Lodge is closed, and no meetings will be held.  To ensure the safety of 
our members, there will be no Women of the Moose (WOTM) Chapter meetings until 
further notice. You will be notified of any changes when they occur.  The Children’s 
Easter Party is cancelled. At the March 17, 2020, Chapter meeting, Pro Tem Junior 
Regent, Donna Field draped the Chapter Charter in memory of Joyce Chaffins. Her 
memorial service will be scheduled at a later date. 
 

WOTM Arlington Chapter #1253 Board of Officers for Moose Year 2020-2021  
CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Dionysianna (Anna) Ala’ilima, Senior Regent 
Sarah Shannon, Junior Regent 
Elizabeth Coombs, Secretary Treasurer 
Rose Russo, Recorder 
Installation will be announced when scheduled in the future.  (As necessary, in 
accordance with Barbara McPherson, Grand Chancellor, WOTM, all WOTM Officer 
terms will be extended until June 30, 2020. Any changes or updates will be announced 
when they occur, and you will be notified). 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to ROSE RUSSO (Star Recorder) & PATTI RODAS (College of 
Regents) both matriculants at the Moose International Annual Convention in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, May 22-26, 2020.  This date is subject to change based on guidance from 
Moose International.  My heartfelt thanks to all Arlington Chapter 1253 members for 
your constant support of each other, helping each other with fundraising events & truly 
being family to all.  Please be safe in all you do & be healthy!  
 
FRATERNALLY, 
Linda Councill 
Senior Regent 

April is “Keep America 
Beautiful” Month 

We need SPORTS!!!  There is nothing to watch on television! 



Are You a 
Veteran? 

 

Register yourself 
with Moose 

International as 
a Valued Veteran 
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Lodge Repairs/Replacement 
Just before the closure of the Lodge, the draft beer cooler had 
become dysfunctional (sounded like the compressor went kaput).  In 
addition, we had planned to pursue the completion of the restoration 
of the restrooms for the Social Quarters.  Unfortunately, our priorities 
have changed at this time and we need to address at a later date. 

 Future Planned 
Major Events 

(August 2020) 

 
August 1st - NEW 
 Bull Roast 
August 1st - NEW 
 Bailey’s Crossroads 
 Rotary Club 
 “Great Assembly” 
August 2nd - NEW 
 Legion Breakfast 
August 2nd - NEW 
 Orientation 
August 20th – 22nd 
 VMA Annual 
 Convention in 
 Hampton, VA 
August 29th - NEW 
 Summer Bash 
 

More events to be 
planned in June thru 

August 
 

You can Pay Your Moose Dues Online – It’s Easy! 
Go to Moose International Website; you need your Moose ID number & a credit card. 
 

Moose 
International 

Annual 
Membership 
Campaign 

 

Think NEW Members 
 
 

Moose Rewards Program Special! 
Moose International offering double points for completing any officer training (instructor-
led or online) during April, May, June & July. 

Youth Awareness Program 
The February 28th deadline has passed for completing the KidsTalks 
assignment and submitting the required reports.  The following seven (7) 
students were selected to represent the Commonwealth of Virginia at the 
Moose International Student Congress this month: 

  Allison Barham (Williamsburg Lodge #757) 
Breanna Coley (Wytheville Lodge #394) 

Cameron Ward (Winchester Chapter #1367) 
Cheyenne Estep (Timberville Chapter #2022) 

Kari Reeder (Strasburg Lodge #403) 
Mallory Davis (Hopewell Lodge #1472) 

Mindi Freed (Luray Lodge #1413) 
 
Besides getting a chance to win scholarships from Moose International, each of these 
students will receive a $1,000 scholarship from Virginia Moose Association (VMA). 
 
As previously announced, the Moose International Student Congress in Laurel, New 
Jersey has been cancelled due to the pandemic Covid-19 virus situation.  However, the 
students will still compete for the Moose International scholarships electronically.  The 
students are under the direction of Gordie Daily at Moose International at this time and 
have a deadline of April 17th to complete what Moose International is asking them to 
provide electronically. The Moose International winners for the scholarships will be 
announced by May 15th. 
 
The Arlington Fraternity wants to applaud the dedication and efforts of Manny Propst, 
Kate Morrison, and Myssi Stange for implementing the Youth Awareness Program 
within our State.  Another successful year for the Program. 
 
. 

Welcome from 
Arlie! 

Lodge Spring 
Clean-Up 

 
 
 
 
 

May 9th 
(Maybe) 
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 Please drink 
responsibly 

while 
Visiting the 

Lodge 

 
 

Easy Way to 
Support 

Mooseheart 
while you 

Shop! 

Remember 
Mooseheart 

 

Personal/Family Corner 
As a “Moose Family” we need to celebrate your personal and family 
milestones together.  Therefore, if you have an upcoming birthday, an 
upcoming wedding anniversary, a new “clan” member, a 
promotion/change in your career, or anything else in your life that you 
want to share with the Moose members, please let John Matis know [in 
person when at the Moose Lodge or by jjmatis@cox.net]. 

It is requested that any announcement milestones be submitted prior to the 20th of each 
month. 

SICKNESS and DISTRESS 
Please keep our Moose members and families in our prayers for those who have current 
health or distressed situations; especially 

… Andrea Hensley, Rosemary Haddock, Clare Toward, Ray Broz, Phil Weber, and 
Andy Ogle; all long time members of our Arlington Fraternity who are trying to get 
back to good health. 

 
 Happy Birthday to Lodge members 

 

Michael Nercesian (4/02) 
John Matis (4/03) 

Jamison Hurt (4/04) 
Bob Harwood (4/06) 

John Sorrells Jr. (4/06) 
Carmen Jacobs (4/07) 

Frank Stevens Sr. (4/08) 
James Stevenson (4/08) 

Bruce Pickett (4/11) 
Dan Olivieri (4/13) 

Robert Hutzell (4/15) 
Steve Lehtma (4/19) 

Shawn Kirkpatrick (4/20) 
Reid Voss (4/23) 

Mike Campbell (4/24) 
Jose Fernandez (4/25) 

Ralph Smith (4/26) 
Chris Garrett (4/28) 
Greg Mullan (4/28) 
Bruce Gerrity (4/30) 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to Chapter members 
 

Dorothy Seidencranz (4/01) 
Susan Stalp (4/01) 

Azenegash Tekle (4/09) 
Nora Rodas (4/12) 

Kamaria Keys (4/14) 
Catherine Kerns (4/19) 

Judith York (4/22) 
Maria Sandoval (4/27) 

 
 

If Your Birthday 
is in April … 

 
 
 

the Lodge will 
celebrate on the 

first day you 
visit the Lodge 
once the Lodge 

re-opens  

April Birthstone: Diamond    |    April Flower: Sweet Pea 
 

 Support the WOTM 
Participate in the Basket & 

Mystery Gift Raffles and Purchase 

Delicious Desserts in the Bake Sales 

 
 

 

Welcome New Lodge/Chapter Members 
► Eric Rich, Jr.  ► Maricruz Saravia  ► Marcia Perez  ► Jacqueline Rivera 
► Stephanie Greenham 
 

mailto:Arlingtonmooselodge@gmail.com
mailto:jjmatis@cox.net


Loyal Order of Moose Arlington #1315 Lodge        Monthly Newsletter 

APRIL 2020     Social Quarters: (703) 820-9345            Page 10 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

    

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

WOTM Greek Dinner – February 29th  
What a μεγάλη γιορτή (great feast in Greek)!  This was a sit 

down three-course dinner of an offering the Arlington Fraternity 
had provided for several years (why change a successful event).   
A “Class Act” with real ceramic plates/bowls and metal utensils! The first course was 
both a Greek Salad and Avgolemono Soup (chicken with orzo pasta, egg & lemon); if 
desired or just selecting one.  The entrée course was either Moussaka (eggplant & 
ground beef), Spanakopita (Greek Spinach Pie), or a Gyro (meat wrapped in pita 
bread).  And for the dessert course, each participant had a choice of Baklava or Ouzo 
Cake.  The only thing missing for this event was the wearing of togas; which is preferred 
since we are a family oriented organization and cannot count on everyone wearing 
underpants. 
 
The Arlington Fraternity would like to extend a thank you to: Rose Russo for organizing 
the event; Elizabeth Coombs, Donna Field, Rose Russo, and Tom Oderwald for 
preparing/cooking the food (or purchasing); Roxanne Coles-Matis, Sara Wick, Jane 
Ripley, and Andre McFail who took the orders and served the individual course dishes 
to the participants; and to all the volunteers who did the clean up after the event 
(including the washing of the dishes, utensils, and pots).  Everyone who attended the 
event enjoyed the unique food offering. 

 

 
 

Continue to save BOX TOP$ 
FOR EDUCATION coupons 

 

Collection bag in the 
entrance of the Social 

Quarters on the 
bulletin board 

 
 

Please Support 
Moose Legion 

Breakfasts 
every 1st 

Sunday of the 
Month when 
the Lodge 
re-opens 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chapter 
Award of 

Achievement 
(8th Consecutive Year) 

Support Our Local First 
Responders  

 
 

Thank You 
Veterans! 

 

 

 
For 

Everything 
You Do 
for Our 
Country 

 

The VMA 
District 4 

Chili Cook-Off 
has been 
Cancelled 

 

 
 

New date to be 
announced when 

available 

 
 

 

St. Patrick Day Celebration - March 14th  
Irish saying: 
“May your day be touched with a bit of Irish luck, brightened by a song 
in your heart, and warmed with smiles by the people you love.” 
 

Everyone had an Irish Day at this social event … as there were plenty of smiles and 
laughter among the members and guests that attended, many songs were played on 
the juke boxes (rock’ n roll/country, AND Irish songs), and some lucky individuals 
scored big on the electronic pull tab machines!  Lest not forget that others at the event 
are lucky in love!  The Arlington Fraternity commends our members for wearing 
something green (lots of different shades) in keeping with the event theme. 
 
The traditional St. Patrick Day food offering was provided at the event, consisting of 
corned beef, boiled potatoes and boiled cabbage.  But this fare was too easy for our 
chefs to cook … so they whipped up two other Irish standards: Shepherd’s Pie and a 
Guinness stew.  As a surprise, Irish Soda Bread was offered (store bought, however). 
 
The Arlington Fraternity would like to thank the cocaires (chefs in Irish Gaelic) of Liz 
Coombs and Thomas Oderwald for their efforts in preparing and cooking the food for 
the event; and to the many volunteers who provided desserts and performed the 
cleanup after the event. 
 



Support Special 
Olympics 
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Give Generously! 

2019-2020 Arlington #1315 Lodge Membership 
Challenge 
Sponsor a new LOOM member between May 1, 2019 and April 30, 
2020 and your name will be placed on a ticket in a raffle conducted 
each month during the entire Membership Challenge to win $10.00 in 
Arlington “Moose Bucks”.  The winner is Elizabeth Coombs for the 
month of March. 

 

In addition, if a sponsor signs up 3 new LOOM members within the Moose Year, the 
Lodge will pay his/her next Moose Year’s dues. 
 

Free WiFi 
at Lodge 

Goal:  Obtain Premier Lodge Award in 2020 
Current Arlington #1315 Membership Status 
As of March 27, 2020: 
 

2019-2020        Current     
 +1 Goal Active Members Difference  Expired Dropped 

   265         248     - 17      48     31 
 

New LOOM Members since May 1, 2019:  19 (As of March 27, 2020) 

Wish for April 
Showers! 

It could reduce 
the tree pollen 
affecting our 

allergies 

VMA Short Term Membership Campaign 
Win a Lifetime Membership!! 
[January 1, 2020 – April 30, 2020] 

If a member sponsors and enrolls five or more new/former members into the LOOM, the 
sponsor’s name will be entered into a drawing to be held on May 5, 2020. 

There will be two Lifetime Memberships to be awarded! 
 

 If the winning sponsor is already a LOOM Lifetime Member, a Moose Legion 
Lifetime Membership will be awarded. 

 If the winning sponsor is also a Moose Legion Lifetime Member, he will receive 
$600.00 and his home Lodge will receive $600.00 from VMA 

 If the winning sponsor is already a WOTM Lifetime Member, she will receive 
$300.00 and her home Chapter will receive $300.00 from VMA. 

Fish Fry Revisited No. 14 - February 15th   
The Arlington Fraternity wants to thank our Galley Chefs of Andre 
McFail, Elizabeth Coombs, and Tom Oderwald for their efforts in 
providing the fish fry buffet for our membership and guests!  The food 
offering was a repeat from the past several Fish Fry events; but why 

change anything that brings in the crowd!  Another successful social event for the Lodge 
… and that is no fish story! 
 

 

Arlington 
Chapter #1253 

Annual 
Membership 

Dues is $30.00 
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 The yearly Lodge Safety 
Inspection has been extended 

 
The deadline for the submission of the 
Lodge Safety Inspection report has been 
extended until July 15th (Midnight).  Once 
the Lodge is re-opened, we will get 
volunteers to evaluate the safety checklist. 

Join the 
Donors Circle 

 
 

 
The Donors Circle  

is a recognition 
program for 

individual Moose 
members who send 
Endowment Fund 

donations directly to 
Moose Charities. 

 
The Endowment 

Fund donations are 
the long term 

investment in the 
support of  

Mooseheart and 
Moosehaven. 

 

Moose Legion Committee Meeting on April 14th 
is CANCELLED 

 
 
 
 

The Arlington Moose Legion Committee Corner 
The Bull Run Moose Legion #185 Winter Celebration was a great success.  
The Arlington Moose Legion Committee wants to thank all of our 
Legionnaires who participated in this event.  In addition, a thank you is 
expressed to the Arlington Chapter #1253 for providing the lunch offering 

(as a fundraiser at a reasonable price), and to Tom Oderwald and Elizabeth Coombs for 
preparing the dinner.  Please accept our apology for not conducting the planned “fun” 
activities, as the scheduled meetings extended into the time allotted for these activities. 
 

It should be noted that the patio heater for the outside smoking area was provided by 
the Arlington Moose Legion Committee.  Thank you Gregg Cady for getting the patio 
heater, and to Brian Birtell in assisting Gregg in assembling this equipment item (and 
there was not one “extra” piece left over when the assembly was completed).  We know 
that our members very much appreciated having the patio heater to keep them warm on 
the cold days and nights. 
 
Additionally, the Arlington Moose Legion Committee has approved to provide $300.00 
towards the restoration of the restrooms in the Social Quarters.  
 

 
Governor’s Corner 
It's been a tough time for the last couple of months for our Lodge Family.  We 
lost a friend, sister, mother, grandmother and teacher.  Joyce Chaffins will be 
missed by ALL.  The lodge will never be the same without her.  Everywhere I 

look, I can see the things that she has done and the places I expect her to be.  I even 
hear her voice when I'm working in the kitchen, usually something I've done wrong. 
 

This virus has closed down the lodge and just about everything else.  We hope to 
reopen as soon as we get the OK from the state and federal government.  Please stay 
safe and well.  I don't think I can take another loss in our Moose Family. 
 

Lastly, thanks to all the members who stepped up during this trying time.  Your efforts 
have kept us going and are much appreciated. 
 

FRATERALLY, 
Thomas Oderwald 
Governor 

Arlington 
#1315 Annual 

LOOM 
Membership 

Dues is 
$45.00 

Hug a Friend 
Day 

 
 
 
 
 

April 26th  
(6-feet apart) 

 

Thank You Arlington Fraternity Members for Your Efforts! 
 
 
 

mailto:Arlingtonmooselodge@gmail.com


Loyal Order of Moose Arlington #1315 Lodge        Monthly Newsletter 

Page 13     Website:  arlington1315.org                           APRIL 2020 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 Pig 

Roast 
Saturday, 

June 6th 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chapter 
Award of 

Achievement 
(8th Consecutive Year) 

 

Keep the Date & 
Volunteer! 

 

Bailey’s Crossroads 
Rotary Club School 
Supply Assembly on 

August 1st prior to 
the Bull Roast 

 

Pull for the House! 
A Pull Tab Recycling 

Program at Our Lodge 
 

Collection of aluminum can 
pull tabs to donate to the 
Ronald McDonald Charities 
of Greater Washington, DC 

 

 Everyone has 
a Special 
Talent! 

 
 
 
 

 
Please 

Volunteer to 
Assist the 

Fraternity in 
Accomplishing 

our Goals 
 

The Moose Rewards Program has been Extended 
The program, slated to end in 2020, has been extended to 2022.  So 
now your Moose membership is even more valuable as you can 
collect and redeem additional points for two (2) further years. 

Every active member of the Loyal Order of Moose and Women of the Moose have the 
opportunity to participate and your points are rewarded automatically.  There is no 
paperwork or submissions required. 
 

A member can earn points just by being a Moose!  Points are awarded for sponsoring 
members, renewing your dues, have a sponsored member renew his/her dues, join the 
Moose Legion, being an officer in the Lodge or Chapter or the Association, attend 
training classes (instructor-led or on-line), attend an International Convention, etc.  
These points can be redeemed to pay dues, contribute to Moose Charities, pay for 
registration to a Moose International Convention, purchase program defined gift cards, 
get cash back, etc.  Please visit the Moose Rewards page, www.mooserewards.org for 
the complete set of official rules and information. 
 

** Look for important changes to the Moose Rewards program beginning May 1, 2020 
in upcoming issues of Moose magazine, online at the Moose International website 
and on “Heard of Moose?” Facebook page. 

Pull Tab Recycling Program: 
We Exceeded the Filling of Our First Water Cooler Bottle 
The Arlington Fraternity wants to thank all our 
members and guests who provided the 
aluminum pull tabs over the last two years.  
When we began cleaning the Lodge during 
our membership limitations within the Lodge 
in March, we discovered three additional jars 
(various filled in height) of aluminum pull tabs 
under the bar.  While the Lodge is closed, a 
volunteer will place all the pull tabs within 
plastic bags for donating to the Ronald 
McDonald Charities of Greater Washington, 
DC.  As our local location for accepting these aluminum pull tabs is Fairfax NOVA 
Hospital, we will wait to deliver until the pandemic Covid-19 situation has ended. 

Thank You Betty McLaurin 
Your efforts are greatly appreciated in decorating the Fireplace Lounge for the 
holidays and social events.  Your talent creates a welcoming and a friendly 
atmosphere in the Lodge!  

http://www.mooserewards.org/
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REMINDER - Mooseheart Activity Center Project 
The project is focused on a recreation facility (Mooseheart Activity 
Center, a.k.a. “MAC”) where the Mooseheart community will gather for 
group activities.  The center will include bowling lanes, a craft room, an 
indoor play area, a dance room, a video gaming room, a movie 

theater, a workout facility, an amphitheater, and a splash/cooling station for the 
children.  Further included in the project will be a new parking lot, street lighting for a 
safer and brighter Mooseheart, and additional campus electrical upgrades.  The 
recreational facility offers a variety of opportunities that benefit the body and the mind 
through both physical activities and social interaction. 
 
As of February 29, 2020, the Lodges within the Commonwealth of Virginia have 
contributed $127,300.99 toward the VMA goal of $400,000.00 (31.18% of the goal in 7 
months).  The contribution goal for Arlington #1315 Moose Lodge is $3,079.83 for the 
3-year period; thus $1,026.61 each year.  The Arlington #1315 Moose Lodge made a 
contribution of $200.00 in March for the MAC project; which results in a total 
contribution of $1,100.00 since September 2019 AND exceeds the stated goal for 

the first year. 

The Lodge wants your Ideas for 

New Social Events 

Tell us what you want to have for events in the next six 
months!  We need to expand our events to keep everyone 
interested in the Lodge.  Every idea will be considered 
(e.g.: children movie night, a Capitals or Wizards game, a 
mystery bus ride, etc.).  Please contact John Matis or 

Tom Oderwald with your suggestions.  

Have something you 
want to tell the 
Membership? 

Write an Article for our 
Newsletter 

Provide the article to John 
Matis at the Lodge or send to 

jjmatis@cox.net 

The Loyal Order of Moose is a private organization. All activities and information referred to in this Moose newsletter are 
available to members in good standing and their qualified guests only. The Newsletter is for informational purposes with 
proprietary information intended for members only. General information is available to the public at large, but should not be 
construed to be a solicitation for membership. 

 Bull Roast 
Saturday, 
August 1st  

 

Thank You 
Members for all 

Your 
Contributions to 

the Arlington 
Fraternity! 

 

Rose Russo & Patti Rodas wearing 
medical boots after surgery 

(it was a cute picture) 

Let’s Talk (A Message 

from the Administrator) 
Just a quick word about the 
current pandemic Covid-19 
situation.  We are currently 

solvent to deal with the closure of the Lodge 
for the one month period and continue to pay 
the bills without having an income.  It is noted 
that we will probably have to be frugal for 
several months afterwards to delay some 
facility expenses in order to get our finances 
back to a reasonable level for unexpected 
emergencies.  We apologize for the asphalt 
conditions that have deteriorated at the 
entrance & exits of the Lodge; but the cost to 
repair is a major expense that we will NOT 
have in our funds for a while. 


